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“Achieving More”: Aurubis publishes its Sustainability 

Report 2017/18   

Hamburg, May 6, 2019 – Aurubis AG has published its sixth Sustainability Re-

port. Under the title “Achieving More”, the report provides an overview of the 

current status of the Sustainability Strategy. The report, which spans nearly 

60 pages, also presents facts and figures on the topic of sustainability, which 

are guided by the internationally recognized standards of the Global Report-

ing Initiative. Furthermore, the report serves as the Communication on Pro-

gress for the UN Global Compact, which Aurubis signed in 2014 and whose 

principles the company supports. 

Divided into the chapters “Economy,” “Environment,” and “People,” the Aurubis 

Sustainability Report looks back on a variety of sustainability activities in fiscal year 

2017/18 – including stakeholder dialogue, recycling solutions, measures to protect 

against environmental impacts, Aurubis’ involvement in society, and the successful 

use of industrial heat from the production processes in Hamburg.   

“Our goal is to develop from a copper producer to a leading multi-metal group by 

2025. In light of this transition, sustainability remains the foundation of our activities 

and will continue to guide our conduct while creating a framework for responsible 

corporate governance,” emphasized Aurubis AG CEO Jürgen Schachler, who is re-

sponsible for the topic of sustainability in the Executive Board. He explained, “With 

our multi-metal recycling, for example, we close the material cycle for copper and 

other metals. This is highlighted by two figures: with about 700,000 t of recycling 

materials processed each year, we are the world’s largest copper recycler. And on 

average, one-third of our copper cathodes come from recycling materials.”  

As a component of innovative technological developments, copper from Aurubis 

makes a notable contribution to the transition to renewable energies and to improv-

ing the CO2 balance in modern life. The energy transition and megatrends like e-

mobility wouldn’t be possible without copper. In October 2018, Aurubis and the en-

ergy supplier enercity commissioned a 3.7-km-long district heating pipeline to 

transport industrial heat from a sub-process of copper production and supply the 

district HafenCity East with CO2-free heat. This prevents 20,000 t of CO2 each 

year.  

Due to continuous investments in its facilities – Aurubis has invested about € 530 

million in environmental protection measures in copper production since 2000 – the 

company has achieved a leading position in environmental protection when com-

pared globally.  

Resource efficiency is a priority at Aurubis. This means drawing even more from in-

creasingly complex raw materials, for example. Aurubis Business Partner Screen-

ing, a key assessment tool that takes social and ecological criteria into account, 

contributes to improving the organization of the supply chain. 

 

mailto:d.kalmbach@aurubis.com
http://www.aurubis.com/


 

  2/2 

Moreover, Aurubis takes part in climate protection initiatives such as the CDP and 

published a separate Non-Financial Report in accordance with the German CSR 

Directive Implementation Act in the Aurubis Annual Report 2017/18.  

Achieving More – read more: The Sustainability Report 2017/18 can be down-

loaded now at www.aurubis.com. 

 

Aurubis - Metals for Progress 

Aurubis AG is a leading global provider of non-ferrous metals and the largest copper recy-
cler worldwide. The company processes complex metal concentrates, scrap metals, and 
metal-bearing recycling materials into metals of the highest quality.  

Its main area of expertise is the processing of concentrates and recycling raw materials with 
complex qualities. With its range of services, Aurubis is a forerunner in the industry. The 
group of companies is oriented towards growth, efficiency, and sustainability. The main com-
ponents of the strategy are the expansion of the leading market position as an integrated 
copper producer, entering new markets in industries of the future, the highly efficient and op-
timal recovery of additional metals and by-products from complex raw materials, and practic-
ing a responsible attitude when dealing with people, resources, and the environment. 

Aurubis produces more than 1 million t of copper cathodes annually, and from them a variety 
of copper products such as wire rod, continuous cast shapes, rolled products, and strip, as 
well as specialty wire and profiles made of copper and copper alloys. Precious metals, sele-
nium, lead, nickel, and a number of other products such as sulfuric acid and iron silicate also 
belong to the product portfolio. 

Aurubis has about 6,700 employees, production sites in Europe and the US, and an exten-
sive service and distribution system in Europe, Asia, and North America.  

Aurubis’ customers include companies in the semis industry; the electrical, electronics, and 
chemical industries; and suppliers of the renewable energies, construction, and automotive 
sectors. 

Aurubis shares are part of the Prime Standard Segment of the German Stock Exchange and 
are listed in the MDAX, the Global Challenges Index (GCX), and the STOXX Europe 600. 

Further information at www.aurubis.com 
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